got out of the cab to observe the roof.  He saw some flaking
and dribbling of the roof near the clay vein but quickly
decided the roof was not working and without advising Binns
of the incident started cutting coal again.

After taking one or two more shuttle cars of coal,
Norman Woods the roof bolter who was standing with Hodges
inby the miner near the right rib of the pillar split
watching the clay vein observed the roof commence to work
violently.  He shouted a warning and ran down the right rib
behind the miner and looked at the roof on the left rib.  It
was creaking, groaning and starting a heavy dribble of rock,
slate and clay.  He yelled to Hodges and Singleton that the
roof was coining down and to get out.  Singleton, following
his standing instructions, put the miner in reverse and
started to back out.  Hodges started to run, but stopped to
lift the trailing cable from where it had jammed at the
corner of the split and was cut down and crushed by a
massive fall of rock before he could get to the crosscut.

Lanny Rauer, the mine superintendent, testified he
believed both Singleton and Binns acted in accordance with
the operator's standing instructions and good mining practice
He said Singleton's instructions were to cut down loose
roof/ wherever encountered, and therefore he could not fault
Singleton for proceeding with the "B" run even in the
presence of clear evidence of an abnormal roof condition.
He also believed Binns adequately checked the roof in the
entry before the shift began and while the pillar recovery
was in progress.  He admitted, however, that his standing
instructions on how to handle loose roof in the presence of
clay veins might have contributed to the roof fall.

Mr. Crumrine, a roof control expert for MSHA, said
Singleton should have backed the miner out of the "B" cut as
soon as he saw the rock fall from the area of the clay vein.
At that point, Binns should have been advised and should
have taken action to provide additional roof support as
required by safe mining practice, the mandatory standards
and the roof control plan.  He was, however, sympathetic to
Mr. Rauer's claim that Mr. Binns should not be stigmatized
with an unwarrantable failure violation and agreed, as
conference officer, to change the (d) (1) citation to an (a)
citation.

As a result of its investigation, the West Virginia
Department of Mines found that all persons should have been
withdrawn from the area when the roof was first observed toe about
